August 17, 2025 10th Sunday After Pentecost

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.GracelLutheranSPNJ.org
E-mail: office@GraceLutheranSPNJ.comcastbiz.net

Interim Pastor 27 Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.
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GATHERING

Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history.
He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are
surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy
communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

WELCOME Rev. Jeffrey Eaton
PRELUDE [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light by Wayne L. Wold

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, you lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, and you surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity.
And yet, O Merciful God, we turn aside to our own paths, and we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Heal us, break
our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s beloved children. In the cross
of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

OPENING HYMN We Are Called ELW #720

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW page 203
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW page 204



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us
to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets,
to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting near you.
Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable shaking hands or
fouching.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s
Jjudgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the
true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet
who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like
worthless straw.

> Am 1 a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? * Who
can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lorp. Do I not
fill heaven and earth? says the Lorp. >’ have heard what the prophets have
said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have
dreamed!” *® How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—
those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? ¥/
They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. ** Let the
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the
Lorp. *Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that
breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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" God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled,
giving judgment in the midst ' of the gods:
>“How long will you | judge unjustly,
and show favor ! to the wicked?
3 Save the weak | and the orphan;
defend the hum- ! ble and needy;
* rescue the weak ' and the poor;
deliver them from the power ' of the wicked.
> They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- 'bout in
darkness;
all the foundations of the ! earth are shaken.
Now I say to you, ' “You are gods,
and all of you children of ' the Most High;
"nevertheless, Pfou shall ! die like mortals,
and fall like ' any prince.””
8 Arise, O God, and ' rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations ' for your own.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29-12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a
long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled
them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of
witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. OBy
faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days.
3! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
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>? And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in
war, put foreign armies to flight. > Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to
obtain a better resurrection. *° Others suffered mocking and flogging and
even chains and imprisonment. >’ They were stoned to death; they were sawn
in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented *® of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the
ground.

* Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, *’ since God had provided something better so
that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

'#! Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, *looking to
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive
effects of obedience to God'’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers
to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] * “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I
wish it were already ablaze! °° I have a baptism with which to be baptized,
and what constraint I am under until it is completed! °' Do you think that I
have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! >
From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and
two against three; > they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter

and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
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and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

**He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. >> And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching
heat,” and it happens. *° You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the
present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON “More Prophet than Priest” Rev. Jeffrey Eaton
Please stand as you are able.
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY God Be In My Head by John S. Dixon

God be in my head, and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking.
God be in my mouth, and in my singing.
God be in my heart and in my thinking.

God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in Me a Clean Heart WOV #732

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of
God, for God is near. Brief silence.

At the end of each prayer petition when the worship assistant or pastor
says, “Hear us, O God,” please respond with “Your mercy is great.”

P: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to
the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and
companion. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW page 207
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Together, we pray as our Lord taught us, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW page 208

COMMUNION HYMNS We Walk By Faith ELW #635
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #807

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

We will have continuous communion in front of the steps today. EVERYONE
IS INVITED to come down the center aisle at the direction of the ushers
and return to your seats via the side aisle. There is white grape juice in
the center of the circular tray and red wine in the outer part of the tray. If
you are unable to come up to the front, you may remain seated and the
pastor will bring you communion after everyone has come forward.
Children or those who have not received a first communion are welcome
to come for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ bless you now
and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, you gathered us to your table and we were filled with your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW #815

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE March in D Major by G. F. Handel, arr. by George Blake

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

We ane glad (o1 yeun presence today.
We hope you come again seen!

Gpeciod thaunk yeu te Pasten Jepley Eaten e
leading us in werhip teday!

We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: Kevin Thomas

The flowers, candles, wine, bulletins, and music sponsor this
week is:

Bob Klingensmith, in loving memory of his wife, Bobbi.

Scott will not be playing the noon recital at Boardwalk Hall August
29. He thanks all who have come out to hear him play!

Next Sunday, August 24, please join us for worship followed by
fellowship as we acknowledge the First Holy Communion of
Anna Kreuz and Rylie Davis!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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Good Old Days Festival
Our church is planning to have a booth again this year at the
Good Old Days Festival at Kennedy Park
September 6 from 11 AM-6 PM.

This is always a great opportunity to get our name out in the commu-
nity, meet our neighbors, and share about our faith, ministries, and upcom-
ing events our church provides.

If you have any time to spare on that day, we could really use your
assistance. All you need to do is show up with a bright smile and the love
Christ in your heart! Those who helped last year had fun helping to hand
out fliers, brochures and give-away items, and assisting with our prayer tree
and craft.

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for anyone who wishes to be part of
this wonderful event.

Lutheran Social Ministries Workshop:
Navigating Senior Living
Sunday, October 12 at noon here at Grace. Lunch will be provided
This workshop discusses different types of care communities. Walk away
with 5 key items to look for when choosing a retirement or healthcare
community.
Please RSVP so we have a headcount for lunch.

OKTOBERFEST
Friday, October 17, 2025
Grace Lutheran Church

5:00-7:00 PM

Tickets may be purchased online
through this QR code or in person by
calling the church office at
609-927-3082




HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK
August 17, 2025—August 24, 2025

9th Sunday of Pentecost 8/17/25
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY 8/18/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 8/19/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 8/20/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669

THURSDAY 8/21/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
2:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
5:15PM Oktoberfest Committee
Meeting
6:00 AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon

FRIDAY 8/22/25
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 8/23/25
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

10th Sunday of Pentecost 8/24/25
8:00AM Spoken Worship
8:45AM Adult Forum
10:15AM Traditional Worship
First Holy Communion:
Anna Kreuz & Rylie Davis

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
This week:
Mon-Tues 10:00-3:00
Thurs-Fri 10:00-3:00



