June 28, 2026 Pentecost 5

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.GraceLutheranSPNJ.org
E-mail: office@GraceLutheranSPNJ.org

Reverend T Elizabeth Frey, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!

Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Most of our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.

S=service music in the front part of the hymnal.
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GATHERING
Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us
free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that
the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ
himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the
little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

WELCOME Rev. Elizabeth Frey
PRELUDE Devotion by Beck
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.
OPENING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW #876

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW S138
HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW S140



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word
and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the
surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27).
Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that
Hananiah's rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God
confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to
death (vv. 16-17).

- The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence
of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lorp,
“and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LOrRD do so; may the LORD
fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to this place from
Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD and all the exiles. But listen
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the
people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. ' As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LoRD has truly sent the
prophet.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18 (Read responsively)

"'Your love, O Lorb, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

*For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

3“] have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
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* I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.
"> Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O Lorp, in the light of your presence.
' They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
" For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
18 Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

%9

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving,
disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free
from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the
free gift of eternal life.

> Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their
desires. "> No longer present your members to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments
of righteousness. '* For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace.

"> What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! '° Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either
of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?
"7 But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted
' and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to
righteousness. '° I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations.
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and
lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.

' When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. *' So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which
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you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. ** But now that you
have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. * For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of
persecution and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any
who aid his followers and support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] *° “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. *' Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward,
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person
will receive the reward of the righteous, ** and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell
you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



SERMON Rev. Elizabeth Frey

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY  The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW #806

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY The Gift of Love by Hopson
Soloist: Kendra Werner

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE Create in Me a Clean Heart O God WOV #732

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and
the needs of the world. Brief silence.
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A: Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim
your peace. Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

A: Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought,
deforestation, and pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural
world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A: Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work
of prophets in our time, and work through world leaders to foster
understanding, justice, and peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: Provider God, give your children what they need physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. We pray especially for all who are on our prayer
list and all those we name aloud or in our hearts... Bless caregivers as they
show God’s hospitality through their generous service. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

A: Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and
endeavors, renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence
to our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A: Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community
and of the wider church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and
places. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW S144
PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW §144
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVERYONE IS INVITED to receive Holy Communion. The ushers will invite
worshippers forward to receive communion in front of the altar steps. Once
you have received the wafer and the red wine/white grape juice, place your
empty cup in the tray and return to your pew via the side aisles. If you do not
wish to receive communion, or are worshipping with children who have not
had First Communion, we welcome you to come forward for a blessing and
cross your arms over your chest to show your preference to the pastor.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN In Christ Called to Baptize ELW #769

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE Rigaudon by Campra

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



We ane glad o yeun presence today.
We hope ysu come again seen!

Gpecial thank you te H. Roy Hunsicken and Kendna
Wewen (on providing the music (e et wenship

aewice!

We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: James Ehrhardt

The flowers sponsor this week is:
Carol Landes, to the glory of God!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following people in your daily prayers:
Members of Grace: Debbie K., Renee P. & sister, Bettie C., Bonnie C., Ruth
K., Lois R., Barry L., Don B., John Sa., Family of Chris D., Bob K., Scott B,
Donna M., Sally S., Jonelle, Joe M., Meg L., Family & Friends of Diana
McArdle, Family & Friends of Lois Reardon, Pastor Wendolyn, Family &
Friends of Margaret Groves and Dawn Wright, Johanna R., Eleanore Guire,
Jim F., Clare B., Diane G., Family & Friends of Bob Klingensmith, Family &
Friends of Bruce Hoelter

Our family and friends: Alex, Jeff, Skip, Donna, Tom, Rachel (Ruth T.), Ric,
Cody, Logan, David (Ruth B.), Marilyn, Houston (June J.), Nadine, Todd,
Drew, Catherine, Alisa (Corinne R.), Family & Friends of Carrie, Family &
Friends of Sally (Ray H.), Linda, Dana (Edna C. & Patty D.), Bruce (Brenda
T.), Jody M., Audrey M. (Mary Ann G.), Karen H. (Mary G.), Tyler, Megan
(Carol G.), Barbara B., Hank (Vickie C.), Bridget K. & Patrick, George M.,
Ronald G., Rossanne and Ronald, Byonka (Renee P.), Abril, Kyle, Randy, the
Garmin Family (Chris D.), Donna Bishop-Chaporino, Reverend Pat J. (Jim F.),
Kyri (Meg L.), John M., Dan (Sue S.), Bowie Steelman (Linda S.), Joan W.
(Mary Ellen F.), Pastor Althea Albright

Those serving our country: Matthew Bilello, ANG, Cainan Johnson, USAF,
& Daniel Casner, 3rd USN, Liam Johnson, USN

Please notify the church office of any changes or additions to our prayer list.
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When you pass through the waters, | will be with you.
Isaiah 43:2



HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK
June 28, 2026-July 5, 2026

5th Sunday of Pentecost 6/28/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY 6/29/26
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 6/30/26
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 7/1/26
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

Office Hours:

Mon-Tues 10:00-3:00
Thurs-Fri 10:00-3:00

THURSDAY 7/2/26
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
12:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
5:30PM AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon

FRIDAY 7/3/26
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 7/4/26
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

6th Sunday of Pentecost 7/5/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship
Baptism of Madeline Grey Miller

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669




