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Second Sunday of Easter  4/16/23 
8:00AM Spoken Worship 

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional  

   Worship with Children’s       
Sunday School 

  4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

MONDAY  4/17/23 
9-11:30 Food Pantry 

10:00AM Clergy Bible Study  
2:00PM New Member Orientation 

7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

TUESDAY  4/18/23 
9:00-11:30 Food Pantry 

6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous 
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

WEDNESDAY  4/19/23 
9:00-11:30AM Food Pantry 

11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge 
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous 

THURSDAY  4/20/23 
9:00-11:30 Food Pantry 
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00PM Al-Anon 
7:00PM New Member  

Orientation 
 

FRIDAY  4/21/23 
10:30AM Grace Stitchers 

7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

SATURDAY  4/22/23 
No events 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 4/23/23 
8:00AM Spoken Worship Service  
10:15AM Earth Day Celebration 

and Worship with Guest Flutist: 
Pamela Whitman  

Children’s Sunday School 
4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE  

THIS WEEK 

April 16, 2023—April 23, 2023 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
 

If you are a visitor please fill 
out a VISITOR CARD in the 
pews if you are new to our 

church. Pastor Althea would 
love to meet you and get in 

touch with you. 
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April 16, 2023           Second Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244 

Church Office: 609-927-3082  Food Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org 

E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net 
 

Rev. Althea Albright, Pastor  Scott J. Breiner, Music Director 
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant 

 

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!  
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.  
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

red hymnal found in the pews.  
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___________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING  
___________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for joining with us as we worship our Lord together!  

 
Introduction 
 In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the 
resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our 
everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two 
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. 
Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the 
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 

WELCOME                                                                Rev. Althea Albright 
 

PRELUDE          O Sons and Daughters of the King           by Wilbur Held   

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
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                                   ________________________________________ 

 
SENDING 

________________________________________ 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

SENDING BLESSING  
  

 The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN       Hallelujah!  We Sing Your Praises          ELW #535 
 

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music  
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today. 

 

POSTLUDE                  Now the Green Blade Rises              by Mark Sedio 
                    

DISMISSAL   Go in peace.  Serve the Risen One.  
                         Thanks be to God!  

 
 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always! We are glad for your 
presence today. We hope you come again soon! 

 

 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #.SAS002821  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg 

Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

JOYFUL NOISE OF-

FERING

Our monthly special noisy 

offering for August is the 

Atlantic City Rescue Mis-

sion.

For more information 

about the mission please 

visit: acrescuemission.org

Our Third

team takes a few extra 

minutes before our regular 

weekly

offering to collect this spe-

cial offering of coin dona-

tions.

We thank all those serving in worship today: 
Reader:  Meg Markkanen 

   

The flowers sponsor today is Betty Cross, in thanksgiving to God for His 
many blessings each day! 

 

 Please note, Pastor Althea is beginning a summer class on              
 Fundraising in Religious Institutions on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The  
 course begins Tuesday, April 18, 2023 and runs through June 15, 2023.   
 Her office hours will be adjusted accordingly.   
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 On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your 
new creation.  We remember his life lived for others, and his death and 
resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.  We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and 
sorrows will be no more.  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 

  

 

  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN            Lamb  of  God                    ELW page 154        
 

 Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being.  With 
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together.  
Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your  hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

  

OPENING HYMN           Christ is Risen! Alleluia!                     ELW #382 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 Take a brief moment to greet someone sitting near you.  Verbal 
greetings are appropriate, no need to feel pressured to touch or shake 
hands. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the 
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and 
receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

WORD 
___________________________________________ 

 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2: 14a, 22-32  
  After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter 
preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who 
obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the 
dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to 
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show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now 
enthroned. 
 14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and 
signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 
of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But 
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 
for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to 
him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM 16  

1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
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 P: You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who 
hide in fear or question your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by 
addiction, incarceration, mental illness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief 
especially all those we name aloud or in our hearts...  Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your 
presence along our journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. Provide 
trusting and safe relationships for all ages, to nurture our connection to you 
and one another. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you 
for blessing us with companions on our faith journey, especially those who 
now rest in your love. Strengthen us with the eternal peace of your promises. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord.  Amen.           

         ___________________________________________ 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
___________________________________________ 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                   ELW hymnal page 152 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
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 Our monthly special noisy offering for April is Sister Jean’s Kitchen 
and Food Pantry in Atlantic City. 
 

OFFERTORY       Now the Green Blade Rises            by Michael Burkhardt 
ELW #379  VERSE 1 ALL, VERSE 2 CHOIR, VERSES 3 & 4 ALL 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  Create in me a Clean Heart  WOV page 732        
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self.  We give thanks 
for these gifts of the earth.  In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the 
Risen One.  In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 P: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need.  Brief silence. 
 

 A: God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings 
refreshment to a weary world. Following the women at the tomb, empower 
us to boldly share your radical love through our words and our work. Hear 
us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 A: As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit 
of healing upon all creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient rains. 
Strengthen us to counter the effects of pollution and destruction. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their 
fears and granting them your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders. Give 
them a spirit of peace and hearts that burn for justice, that their leadership 
reflects your love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
 3But those who run after | other gods 
  shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
  never take their names up- | on my lips.  
 5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup; 
  it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a 

|
 rich inheritance. 

 7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night | after night. 
 8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
  my body also shall | rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
 11You will show me the | path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 
pleasures for- | evermore.    
 
SECOND READING:  1 Peter 1: 3-9 
 
 This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing 
hardships and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by 
blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even 
amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 
while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your 
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus 



 6 

 

Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Alleluia                 ELW hymnal page 151     
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter. Glory to you, O 
Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL:  John 20: 19-31 
 The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, 
a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is 
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
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 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL   
 The children are dismissed after the Pastor’s message for Sunday 
School and they will return for communion.  
 
SERMON                                                           Rev. Althea Albright 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing   ELW #386 
VERSES 4, 6, & 8 ALL , VERSE 5 MEN, VERSE 7 WOMEN 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                              


