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HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK 

May 12, 2024—May 19, 2024 

 7th SUNDAY of EASTER  5/12/24 
8:00AM Spoken Worship 

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional Worship 

Fellowship Hour Sponsored by Choir 
     4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

MONDAY  5/13/24 
9:00AM -11:30AM Food Pantry  
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

TUESDAY  5/14/24 
Food Pantry 9:00AM -11:30AM 
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous 
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

WEDNESDAY  5/15/24 
9:00AM -11:30AM Food Pantry  

11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge 
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous 

 

THURSDAY  5/16/24 
 9:00AM -11:30AM Food Pantry  

11:00AM WELCA-Baby Shower Set-Up 
5:00PM Oktoberfest Meeting 

5:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00PM Al-Anon 

7:00PM Church Council Meeting 
 

 

FRIDAY  5/17/24 
10:30AM Grace Stitchers 

12:00PM Baby Shower for Shore 
Memorial NICU 

7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

SATURDAY  5/18/24 
No events 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 5/19/24 
8:00AM Spoken Worship Service  

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional Worship 

Joyful Noise Offering 
4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS                            

Mon-Tues 10:00AM-3:00PM 

Thurs-Fri 10:00AM-3:00PM  

  

 

May 12, 2024            7th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244 

Church Office: 609-927-3082  Food Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org 

E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net 
 

Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo, Pastor  Scott J. Breiner, Music Director 
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant 

Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant 
 

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!  
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.  
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

red hymnal found in the pews.  
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___________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING  
___________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for joining with us as we worship our Lord together!   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the 
long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night 
before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will 
be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal 
agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, 
mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have 
received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

WELCOME                          Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
 

PRELUDE                      Spring                      from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 
Clarinetist: Andrew Ehrhardt  

    

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
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We are glad for your presence today.  
We hope you come again soon! 

 

We thank all those serving in worship today: 
Reader:  Corinne Rhodes 

 

The flowers sponsor this week is: Corinne Rhodes, 
in loving memory of her mother, Gwen and in honor 

of all mothers on this Mother’s Day! 

 
 

BABY SHOWER  
for Shore Memorial NICU  
will be hosted by Grace Lutheran Church 
along with our brothers and sisters from 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Absecon 

 

Friday, May 17th at 12:00 PM 
Lunch will be served for Shore Medical Center nurses and guests. 

 

Donations needed: New clothing (preemie-2T),  
diapers, knitted and crocheted clothing and blankets 

Deadline for donations: Sunday, May 12th  

Please R.S.V.P. to Roberta Blumenthal 609-927-1654 or the Church 
Office. 

 
 

 
 

Please join us for Fellowship 
sponsored by choir right after 

worship! 
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 The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN           Lamb  of  God             white booklet page 4 
 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to 
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend. Amen.  

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

SENDING  
___________________________________________ 

 
 

BLESSING 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN         Crown Him With Many Crowns              ELW #855 
VERSE 1, 3, 5 ALL, VERSE 2 WOMEN, VERSE 4 MEN 

 

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.  
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today. 

 

POSTLUDE   Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!   by Anton Wilhelm Leupold 

 

DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
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live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.            
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                  ELW # 392 
VERSE 1, 3, 5 ALL, VERSE 2 WOMEN, VERSE 4 MEN 

 

GREETING 
      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the        
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

KYRIE                                                  white booklet page 1
            

THIS IS THE FEAST                                white booklet page 2 & 3
  

                   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by 
the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PEACE      The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting 
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable 
shaking hands or touching. 
 

Please be seated. 

___________________________________________ 
 

WORD 
___________________________________________ 
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FIRST READING : Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

 In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees 
the process whereby one of the members of the community of believers is 
chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by 
Judas’s treachery and death. 
 15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the 
crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, 
the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David 
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism 
of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added 
to the eleven apostles. 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 1 

     1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
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for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb, who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           white booklet page 4 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
  We give you thanks for Jesus’ coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, Shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
  Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes: 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 We pray for the gift of the Holy Trinity: in our gathering; within this 
meal; and in the many ways you make yourself known to your people 
throughout the world. May all blessing, praise, and thanks be to you, holy 
God, through Christ Jesus, and by your Life-giving Spirit. Amen. 
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 A: You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church 
out into the world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, 
pastors, and deacons to be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 A: Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve 
melting glaciers and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate 
justice and help us all to be good and faithful stewards of your creation. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 A: Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all 
those who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable 
in our midst. Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, and 
those whose duty it is to protect others. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 P: Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. 
Comfort those in any affliction especially all those we name aloud now or 
in our hearts... Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near 
death. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 A: Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this 
congregation and unite us as one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console 
those for whom this day is difficult, and gather us all under the care of your 
loving wings. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 A: Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for 
those who have gone before us. Inspire us by their witness and all that we 
learned from them in this life. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected 
and living Lord. Amen.       

___________________________________________ 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
___________________________________________ 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                         white booklet page 3 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
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 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  
 

SECOND READING:  1 John 5:9-13 

 God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
Whoever believes in the Son of God believes in the witness of God and has 
the promise of eternal life. 
 9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for 
this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who 
believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 
that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter. Glory to you, 
O Lord. 
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GOSPEL:  John 17:6-19  

 In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his 
death—his prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him 
through their words. 

 [Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to 
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but 
I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                       Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Son of God, Eternal Savior             ELW #655 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY  ANTHEM       I Will Not Leave You Comfortless   
by Everett Titcomb 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in me a Clean Heart  WOV page 732        
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that 
we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your 
witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 P: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. Brief silence. 


